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§ 169. the world-states.—As a result of the Berlin
Conference the Powers hastened to extend their " effective "
occupation as widely and as rapidly as they could, and there
followed a decade of great activity. Britain took a full share
in this, and signed a dozen treaties delimiting areas in which
she was specially concerned, one of the most notable being
Germany's recognition of England's claim to Zanzibar in
return for the cession of Heligoland. In striking contrast to
the apathy which British Governments had shown towards the
spontaneous growth of the Second Empire—the great Dominions
—this " third empire" was the result of deliberate policy.
During the 'eighties " Imperialism" became a fashionable
creed with a large section of the British public ; people began
to take a pride in " The Empire on which the sun never sets,"
and to point out that " Trade follows the Flag," and so on.
An Imperial Federation League was formed in 1883, among its
most conspicuous members being Joseph Chamberlain.
The most remarkable piece of overseas expansion during
this epoch was carried through by Cecil Rhodes, who, after
making a vast fortune in the diamond fields of South Africa,
obtained a charter from the Government authorising his
Company to take possession of the splendid high-lying land
beyond the Limpopo. " rhodesia" was the last part of the
continent capable of being the permanent home of white
settlers, and its possession enabled Rhodes to push on with
his favourite scheme for an " all-red " railway route from the
Cape to Cairo.
A glance at the map will tell more about the results of the
" Scramble for Africa " than pages of description. It will be
noticed that France acquired a vast area, but it consists mainly
of the Sahara—" a somewhat sandy soil," as Lord Salisbury
once said. One corner of the continent calls for special mention
in the light of recent events. In 1882 Italy expanded a trading-
post on the Red Sea into the colony of Eritrea, and in 1890 she
took over the greater part of SomaUland. She also cast longing
eyes on Abyssinia, a semi-civilised Christian state reputed to

